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CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY 2011

CONCEPT NOTE

Theme:  “Rediscovering our Mission and Vocation in the Current Social, Political and Economic Environment” 
Background
The Inter-Religious Council of Uganda (IRCU) is an interfaith non-governmental organization established in 2001 to promote peaceful coexistence and coordinate interventions in areas of common interest.  IRCU comprises the Catholic Church, the Uganda Muslim Supreme Council, the Church of Uganda, the Uganda Orthodox Church and the Uganda Union of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.  IRCU implements crosscutting programs of different social sectors including peace, human rights, democracy, good governance and HIV/AIDS. 

Vision: A divinely peaceful, united, prosperous Uganda where all the people enjoy full health and freedoms.

Mission:
To promote peace, national reconciliation, good governance, and holistic human development through interfaith action and collaboration, advocacy and empowering member bodies for the common good.

Philosophy:
Inspired and motivated by love and faith, IRCU strives to serve God through service of humanity, especially the poor and vulnerable of society (Mathew 25:34-40; 1John 4:20; Surah Al-Baqarah 17).

The IRCU Consultative Assembly 
This year (2011), the Inter-Religious Council of Uganda will convene the second Consultative Assembly (CA) after the first one which was held from 2nd – 4th December, 2009 at Imperial Resort Beach Hotel, Entebbe. This Assembly will coincide with IRCU’s celebration of 10 years of dedicated inter-faith service provision in Health, Peace, Human Rights and Good Governance. 
The theme of the celebrations is:  “Celebrating a decade of inter-faith service delivery- Tracing our foot prints”. 
The Consultative Assembly is enshrined in Article 5 (2a) of the Inter-religious Council of Uganda Constitution that states in part:

“The Council of Presidents (CoP) shall convene a Consultative Assembly once in two (2) years. Such an Assembly shall be consultative as opposed to being deliberative in character and shall provide a forum for its participants to discuss issues of shared concern in Uganda and international importance from an inter-religious perspective.” 
The aim of the Consultative Assembly is to collect views from the widest spectrum possible of senior religious leaders to give guidance to IRCU in its programs and interventions across the country.  It is pertinent, therefore, to allow for the participation of Senior Religious Leaders in the conception of programs in order to enhance their involvement in IRCU work. The Assembly also provides an opportunity for religious leaders to meet and engage on issues of common concern. It is against this background that the 27th, 28th and 29th September, 2011 have been designated as days for the CA and to formally celebrate IRCU’s ten years of service.
Objectives of the Assembly
i. To provide an opportunity for IRCU to evaluate its successes, lessons learnt and challenges in the last 10 years;
ii. To provide senior religious leaders with a platform to evaluate what was agreed upon during the last Consultative Assembly;
iii. To strengthen inter - faith dialogue and collaboration among religious leaders and religious groups in Uganda;
iv. To update the delegates on the current programs of IRCU and strengthen their participation in implementation.  

Expected outcomes  
Delegates will be expected to appraise IRCU service delivery in the last 10 years, evaluate IRCU performance in fulfilling the resolutions of the first consultative Assembly, develop a shared understanding and appreciation of the current challenges facing the country today and make clear commitments for interfaith collaboration and networking. The CA will also provide direction to IRCU as it responds to issues that affect individuals and families in Uganda for the next 2 years. 
Date and Venue
The Assembly will take place at the Commonwealth Resort- Munyonyo, Kampala from 27th – 29th September, 2011. 
Expected Delegates at the Consultative Assembly 
The Consultative Assembly will be constituted by Bishops of the Church of Uganda, Archbishops and Bishops of Uganda Episcopal Conference of the Roman Catholic Church, District Kadhis from Uganda Muslim Supreme Council, Deans from the Uganda Orthodox Church, Field and Conference Presidents from the Uganda Union of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.  

There will also be members of IRCU Executive Board and senior management staff, IRCU development partners, representatives of Regional Inter-Faith Networks, Members of the IRCU National Task Force for Peace and Conflict Transformation, members of the National Elders’ Forum, observers from the Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’i Faith in Uganda, and the Pentecostal and Evangelical Churches.  In all, a total of 180 guests are expected to grace the Assembly.
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